
 

Unit Plan: Executive Branch 

Length of time:  
 
Five Classes 
 
Essential Question(s):  
 
What is the role of the Executive Branch in the Government of the United States of America?  

Guiding Questions:  
 

● What are the roles and responsibilities of the President?  
● How did the Presidency change over time?  
● What duties/powers are tied to the President's role as Chief Executive?  
● What duties/powers are tied to the President's role as Commander in Chief?  
● What is the difference between a “war” and a “conflict”?  
● What skills are essential to the President while acting as the nation’s Chief Diplomat?  
● What duties/powers are tied to the President's role as Ceremonial Head of State?  
● What is the function of the Presidential Cabinet, how has that changed over time?  
● How does the Constitution limit the powers of the President? 
● What would you do in the President’s shoes?  
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Ancillary Materials 

 
Primary Source Documents: 

 



 

Constitution of the United States 

Executive Order 13190 

Markup Version of E.O. 13190 

President Clinton’s Statement on Iraqi Missile Strikes 

President Clinton’s Statement on Iraqi Missile Strikes (Transcript) 

FDR’s Address December 8th, 1941 

Primary sources found on the ​Powers of the Presidency Portal 
 
Media: 
Powers of the Presidency Portal 

What is an Executive Order? American Bar Association​War Powers: Library of Congress 

(Overview Section) 

START III Framework at a Glance 

President Clinton’s Trips Abroad 

List of Foreign Dignitary Visits to the United States 

Google Maps 

 
Literature or reading selections: 
Not Applicable 
 
Textbook pages and/or sections: 
Not Applicable 
 
Assessment Activities   
 

 

Authentic Assessments Traditional Assessments 

Jigsaw Lesson Worksheet Research Paper 

Write an Executive Order  

Short Essay Questions   

Mock Negotiations  
and 

 Homework short essay question 

 

Digital Presentation  

Short Essay Questions  

Compose Talking Points   

Workshop   

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2001-01-19/pdf/01-1814.pdf
https://app.luminpdf.com/viewer/5fbbd7ee0704d800199443f5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xjm_HKHlzA&feature=emb_logo
https://clinton.presidentiallibraries.us/items/show/9543
https://www.c-span.org/video/?419693-1/president-roosevelts-day-infamy-address-congress
https://www.clintonlibrary.gov/education/students/powers-presidency
https://www.clintonlibrary.gov/education/students/powers-presidency
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/publications/teaching-legal-docs/what-is-an-executive-order-/
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/usconlaw/war-powers.php
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/usconlaw/war-powers.php
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/start3
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/travels/president/clinton-william-j
https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.clintonlibrary.gov/education/teachers/lesson-plans-and-activities


 

 

Structure of Unit – Individual Lessons  
 
Lesson 1 topic: Article II: Powers of the Presidency 
GQ: What are the roles and responsibilities of the President? How did the Presidency change 
time? 
Techniques: Jigsaw Method 
 
Lesson 2 topic: Chief Executive 
GQ: What duties/powers are tied to the President's role as Chief Executive?  
Techniques: Group work 
 
Lesson 3 topic: Commander In Chief 
GQ: What duties/powers are tied to the President's role as Commander in Chief? What is the 
difference between a “war” and a “conflict”?  
Techniques: Short answer questions, group guided discussion 
 
Lesson 4 topic: Chief Diplomat 
GQ: What skills are essential to the President while acting as the nation’s Chief Diplomat?  
Techniques: Mock negotiations 

 
Lesson 5 topic: Ceremonial Head of State 
GQ: What duties/powers are tied to the President's role as Ceremonial Head of State?  
Techniques: Group work, 1-1 technology 
 
 

 


